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There were some good bills that passed last session, and some that will be back. SB 6760, a bill de-
signed to add excess property from all Residential Habilitation Centers (RHCs) to the DD Commu-
nity Trust Account (known as the Dan Thompson Memorial Trust), passed without Fircrest in- !
cluded. The Trust provides funding for employment services and Individual and Family Services for | ** "
the unserved. The bill still added excess property from two more RHCs to the trust, so four of the [** ! #

five RHCs are now included. Funding was in the budget for Phase 2 of the Fircrest Master Plan and
will hopefully help settle concerns so that Fircrest excess property can also be added to the trust.

HB 2903 created an access coordinator position in the courts to assist people with disabilities. SB | &
6743 required the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to update their autism man- | g,
ual for educators and include guidelines for parents and teachers to use when addressing the unique | == |
needs of autism. It also directs OSPI to submit training guidelines for teachers on autism by Decem- | (
ber 2008. Though funding was provided in OSPI’s budget for printing of the autism guidebook cre-
ated by the Autism Task Force, access to the funding has been slow.
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SB 6448 would have created a program in state statute for intensive behavior support needs of chil- ?&
dren with severe behavioral issues in-home as opposed to out-of-home placement. Though the bill $ + .
did not pass, the final budget provided funding for the program. The Intensive In-home Behavior | | 50
Supports program was created as a proviso in the budget with 6 FTEs (Full Time Employees) for the % :
program, a tremendous success, as new programs are not often funded in supplemental budgets. ;

Other DD budget successes include funding for a few new trusts in the DD Endowment Trust Fund
(or Life Opportunities Trust) and employment services for 31 waiver high school graduates and 50 “
non-waiver grads. The NW Autism Center also received funding to expand diagnostic services for | » =T - $
autism and to train teachers on autism. To see a side-by-side of the budgets including the final
amounts go to http://www.arcwa.org/state_budget.htm.

The legislature directed DSHS and the counties to look at the uneven funding process for birth to
three services and decide how to best address the need and to work with counties to establish a con-
sistent policy for DD clients who receive employment services.

Self Advocates In Leadership (SAIL) focused their energy on creating October as Disability History Month in schools (SB
6313). Their efforts were very successful and though no funding was attached, they are working on plans to provide school dis-
tricts with speakers and information at little or no cost.

2008 was an election year; all Representatives and half of the Senators were up for re-election as well
as the Governor. With new legislators we have for next session we will need to provide information to
them so that they can make informed decisions about our issues.

The Olympia Insider is updated weekly during legislative session and is uploaded to the web site as
well as sent by email. The Arc of Washington also has an E-list which provides you with news articles
and pertinent information related to developmental disability issues. If you would like to be added to
the E-list send an email to Diana@arcwa.org.

The Arc of Washington has an “Advocacy” section on the web site where you can learn about the issues through easy-to-
understand one-pagers as well as easily send emails to your legislators. There is an Action E-list you can sign up for that pro-
vides you with a Call to Action by email during the legislative session, complete with talking points you can use and/or add
your own message to. This provides a quick and easy way for your voice to be heard. Remember, change is made by those who
show up, whether in person, by phone or by email!
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» he  Washington State Developmental
Disabilities Council (DDC) formed a group
from DD organizations around the state to
provide input on budget issues for the 2009
legislative session. They held several meet-
ings and have developed a list of budget/
policy items for the next legislative session.
With a $3.2 billion dollar deficit looming
(possibly even larger) legislators will be
tasked with making cuts to existing pro-
grams rather than providing more funding.

Highlights of Issues:

Increase the capacity of Basic, Basic Plus
and Core waivers - Providing services
through a waiver not only brings matching
Federal funds but enables people to get less
costly services in the community rather than
the high cost of an institution. The issue of
elderly parents still caring for the needs of
their adult children with developmental
disabilities continues to be a need.

Employment—Provide funding for 1,412
students transitioning from high school over
the next two years by putting all state only
transition students on a basic waiver. 450
adults who have already graduated also
have not received services.

Legal services for people on Community
Protection waivers and training and moni-
toring for public guardians both require
some funding.

Corrections—There is a need for training in
our judicial and court systems. Training for
corrections officers, jail personnel, prosecu-
tors and judges needs to be provided and
ensure that people with developmental dis-
abilities receive needed services when re-
leased that they had before entering correc-
tions.

Although birth to three services will be
mandatory in 2009 from previous phased-in
legislation, there is still a problem with the
funding for services. A workgroup has met
and will provide a report to legislators about
what needs to be done.

Other funding requests will be made for the
DD Life Opportunities Trust, the Housing
Trust Fund and autism insurance parity.
Employment and residential providers will
also ask for increases in vendor rates.

To learn more about these and other budget
issues contact The Arc of Washington State
for more information at (888) 754-8798.

$
)! Y o)

) roviding input to new legislators and new committees, preparing data for issues
both old and new and planning how to achieve needed goals, though session
rushed by at a hectic pace, interim issues were no less busy. No sooner had legis-
lative session ended advocates were informed that the Department of Veteran’s
Affairs was considering the excess property on the grounds of Fircrest for a new
care facility. After several letters, meetings, as well as a petition of close to a hun-
dred signatures, we were able to convince them it was not the best plan.

The Arc of Washington has been working with Washington Autism Advocacy on
an autism insurance parity bill. A Sunrise Review hearing was held and a report
published to determine the cost of implementation.

Self advocates are focusing on the revision of 71A and 28A to ensure that chil-
dren will no longer be segregated in residential institutions for education services.

A variety of concerns regarding the judicial system, both in the courts and in the
jail system, have arisen in regards to identification and treatment of those with
developmental disabilities who find themselves facing legal struggles.

Last session the legislature directed DSHS
to convene a group of stakeholders and
counties to understand how employment
services are provided in each county and
create a plan for consistency in services
around our state. The Arc of Washington
has been a member of that group, providing input and offering suggestions. A
report is due to the legislature in November. A group was also directed to exam-
ine the funding system for early intervention services in our state. The report
from that group is also due in November.

The House Human Services committee is looking at the Working Age Adult Pol-
icy in our state. Legislation will be put forward to place this policy into statute.
Watch for future reports on these and other activities on the Advocacy page of the
Arc of Washington web site. Check it out at www.arcwa.org and click on the
Advocacy tab.

The Arc

of Washington State

Advocates for the Rights of Citizens
with Developmental Disabilities

In King, Pierce, Lewis,

Thurston, Mason or Grays

Harbor Counties call:
1-800-826-4310

Be Green!

Recycle used items to

The Arc of WA

In Whatcom, Snohomish,
Island, or Skagit Counties
call:

1-800-446-4980

Your unwanted clothing and small household items are waiting
to be welcomed by someone else. We also accept donations of
cars, trucks, boats and RVs you may no longer want.

Recycle your used items and help the environment too!

Call for a donation pick-up today
Or go online to http://www.arcwa.org/donations.htm
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ti The Arc of Washington State has local % 1 & % RS

l{ chapters around the state. Contact N

M yours today to find out what services || The Arc of Washington State advocates for the rights and full participation of all

M and supports are offered in your area. | People with developmental disabilities. Along with our network of members

(l 4 and chapters, we support and empower individuals and families; connect and
| inform individuals and families; improve support and service systems; influence

Jesse Dunn, Executive Director { public policy; increase public awareness; and inspire inclusive communities.

l (360) 254-1562 (Ext. 17) i Through a variety of projects managed by the Arc we are able to serve the needs

[l Website: www.arcofclarkcounty.org i of many self-advocates and their families throughout our state.
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, +) ! 1 ")yt * jsfunded by The Washing- -
Janice Hillman, Executive Director H ton State Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC) to provide §| HOt TIPS
(360) 425-5494 | information on legislative issues to families and self advocates | rowuisuive asocaes
Website: www.cowlitzarc.org ( that empower them to have a voice in the legislative process. ‘

1 Advocacy Days are hosted weekly during legislative session as a
IE way to encourage people to use their voice on issues important to
| them. Video podcasts are created weekly during session through
a partnership between the DDC and The Arc of Washington.
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Dee Dee Garman, Executive Director
(360) 537-7000
| Website: http://www.arcgh.org

=

=

N

SN SN

i
1

1ot 0 is also a program
1 f_'"'n:r‘-:", funded by the DDC which focuses on bringing self advocates
SR ..EI together, providing information and technical assistance to
™ assist them in representing their needs to their families, provid-
'& """ ers and legislative representatives.
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M Sylvia Fuerstenberg, Executive Direc-
tor

(206) 829-7005

Website: www.arcofkingcounty.org
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. 1" 1 , ! is a
| public-private partnership that makes it
possible for families to enhance the
quality of life for their loved ones with
a developmental disability, and for
M individuals with developmental disabilities to participate in their own financial
{ future. The Arc of Washington State has been selected as Trust Manager for the
{ fund. We provide information, enrollment assistance and the administration of
Wl Christina Boutiette-Cooper N individual trust accounts.

W (253) 314-1656 )
Website: www.arcofpiercecounty.org
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Nina Dunning, Executive Director
i (360) 377-3473
l{ Website: www.arckj.org
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& ) ! ) ! provides personal
support from another parent who has a child with similar
needs which can be helpful in coping with these chal-
lenging experiences and feelings. Helping Parents
(volunteer mentors) are available to provide support and
information. Our ethnic outreach offers culturally rele-
vant services. This program is funded by The Arc of Washington and the De-
partment of Health Children with Special Health Care Needs. Local county pro-
grams also receive funding from the Division of Developmental Disabilities

‘I (DDD), local grants and donations.
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M Shayne Nagel, Executive Director
(425) 258-2459, Ext 102

i Website: www.arcsno.org
(
’1
;4 Greg Falk, Executive Director
'l (509) 328-6326

i Website: www.arc-spokane.org
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2 ) ! 31! ,! /2) 30 provides information, resources and
training to parents who are providing care for their adult sons and daughters with
developmental disabilities. With funding from DDD, the Arc of Washington
contracts with local Arc chapters and other local organizations.
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M Judy Westsik, Executive Director 0
(509) 946-5157

Website: www.arcoftricities.com
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, 14 $ + ) * addresses a critical need for elderly parents still
N caring for adult children with developmental disabilities at home. The project,
iy funded by DDD, allows the Arc of Washington to contract with local Arc chap-
( ters and Parent to Parent organizations to provide information and learning
events for some of these senior families.
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serving Skagit & Island Counties
Susan Jewell, Executive Director
(360) 715-0170
Website: www.arcwhatcom.org
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No! 5 / , 5 0 is a local advocacy group for
( young adults with developmental disabilities coordinated by the Arc of Wash-
{ ington and funded by a grant from Thurston/Mason County DD.
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H $ 1 IE' Brochures, booklets, DVDs, and other publications are avail-

: Linda Fox j able from The Arc of Washington on these projects and other A e
M (509) 453-4756 Ext 228 ( important topics. Please call (888) 754-8798 for more LA
: Email: arcofyakima@gmail.com 1information.
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Gone is the tiny, cramped office space of years past. Now staff members at The Arc of Washington spend their
work day in colorful offices, each with it’s occupants own special touches. There is a large, comfortable board
room for meetings and plenty of space to collect donations of clothing and other small items.

Sue Elliott (Executive Director for The Arc of Washington), Susan Atkins (Parent to Parent), Cathy Davis (Parent
to Parent Office Assistant), Patti Bell and Samantha Trotter (Endowment Trust Fund), Emily Rogers (Self Advo-
cacy Coordinator), Bean Driscoll and Jackie Thomason (Medicaid Personal Care Training), Diana Stadden (Policy
and Advocacy Coordinator) and Heather Harper (Receptionist) all welcome your visit to the new office.

Thank you to the Arc of Washington Board of Directors for their support and dedication to this project, from
inception through construction to the final finished space!




